
From the Trustees
This year marks Genoa Township’s Bicenten-
nial, but did you know that we also celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of our Genoa Township 
Police Department (GTPD)?  As we refl ect on 
our township’s history and what makes this 
community such a “nice place to live”, I’d like 
to shine a special light on our GTPD and the 
great resources they provide.
I recently had the honor of standing with Trust-
ee Karl Gebhardt, former township offi cials, 
and a number of our residents to vouch for our 
police to visiting assessors from the Commis-
sion on Accreditation for Law Enforcement 
(CALEA).  Our department fi rst received this 
national accreditation in 2013. It requires 187 
standards to be met, and has only been attained 
by a select few police departments in Central 
Ohio.  The CALEA meeting led me to consider 
just what it is about these men and women that 
captures the overwhelming trust of our com-
munity at a time when the bonds between law 
enforcement and the public are so challenged 
across this country.
The answer lies in the concept of Community 
Oriented Policing.  This is a philosophy that 
“promotes and supports organizational strate-
gies to address the causes, and reduce the fear 
of crime and social disorder through problem-
solving tactics and police-community partner-
ships”.  It is through a number of proactive 
measures and outreach to our residents and 
businesses that our department builds commu-
nity trust and facilitates crime prevention.
For patrolling purposes, our township is divided 
into three geographic zones with cruisers de-
ployed in each of these zones on a 24-hour basis, 
365 days a year.  By always having a cruiser in 
the vicinity, this allows for rapid response times 
to emergency calls.  It also develops a sense of 
familiarity, where our residents regularly see 
our patrols and come to recognize offi cers, and 
our offi cers are able to identify routines and spot 
things that might seem out of place.
Over the years, the GTPD has also created 
a number of endeavors to engage with the 
public.  These programs, available free of 
charge, can be found on our Police Depart-
ment’s website at http://www.genoatwp.com/
police/community.aspx.  If you are traveling 
out of town, taking a family vacation, or have 
circumstances warranting extra vigilance of 
your home, I highly recommend utilizing the 
GTPD’s House Check Program.  By complet-
ing an online form, our offi cers will conduct 
an emphasized watch of your residence as they 
perform their normal patrols – taking note of 

any lights that may be on, vehicles parked on 
the premises, or other factors that may differ 
from your notations.
Other GTPD programs include:
• Assistance to neighborhoods that wish to de-

velop Block Watch programs.
• The provision of child photo ID cards and lo-

cal storage of your child’s information and 
physical description.

• A “Resident Ride-Along” program allowing 
residents to accompany offi cers on patrols 
(including traffi c stops and service calls).

• The “Call a Senior Citizen” program where 
our offi cers check on the well-being of those 
who otherwise might go unattended for an 
extended period of time, providing partner-
ship and friendship to our senior population.

• Our department’s annual Citizens Police 
Academy, a ten-week course where resi-
dents can experience assorted law enforce-
ment topics fi rsthand.

• The provision of female self-defense classes, 
with students of all ages learning physical 
techniques and discussing risk awareness 
and reduction.  

Another great characteristic of the GTPD is its 
direct communication with the public.  If you 
have not already done so, please take a mo-
ment to “like” the Genoa Township Police De-
partment’s Facebook page, as well as subscribe 
to our department’s email alerts on criminal ac-
tivity in the township.  You can send an email 
to crime@genoatwp.com and put the word 
SUBSCRIBE in the subject line of the email in 
order to be added to the distribution list.
I would be remiss if I didn’t recognize some 
of the department’s achievements over the past 
year.  In 2015, three offi cers were presented 
with lifesaving awards for doing CPR on three 
different individuals who suffered sudden car-
diac arrest.  Our very own Offi cer Mike Sig-
man received the Mother’s Against Drunk 
Driving Top Cop award for more than 40 OVI 
arrests – this was out of the department’s total 
of 78 for 2015.   Just this past spring, an over-
night patrol discovered a mobile methamphet-
amine lab in the township and arrested those 
responsible.  Finally, our new K-9 team of Of-
fi cer Sigman and Ben, a Belgian Malinois, has 
hit the ground running, locating area vandals 
and apprehending a violent felon within their 
fi rst few weeks together.
In 2015, our offi cers made 3,697 traffi c stops, 
with a ratio of 529 citations issued (14%) vs. 
3,168 warnings (85%).  Unlike other jurisdic-
tions, here in Genoa Township our police de-

partment’s emphasis continues to be the safety 
of our residents over revenue generation.  
As a father, nothing resonates more deeply 
with me than the GTPD’s efforts to safeguard 
our children.  Through our longtime partner-
ship with the Westerville City School District, 
we have School Resource Offi cers (SROs) 
located inside both Westerville Central High 
School and Genoa Middle School.  Last year, 
the GTPD added another layer of protection 
by creating an offi cer liaison program for our 
elementary schools.  As time permits, offi cers 
are now stopping by Alcott, Fouse, and Walnut 
Creek Elementary Schools to walk the hall-
ways and speak with teachers and students.
As our offi cers gain visibility and build rela-
tionships with our youth, they eliminate any 
mystique about law enforcement.  They create a 
positive atmosphere where our children learn to 
view police with trust rather than apprehension.  
Township community events, especially our po-
lice-oriented National Night Out at McNamara 
Park, have also been excellent venues for this 
type of interaction.  Over this summer, many of 
our young ones have been stopped by cruisers 
and “ticketed” with free ice cream coupons as 
reinforcement for wearing bike helmets.
As we commend our men and women in blue, 
let us never forget the perils of their job.  This 
occupation involves entering situations of con-
fl ict, with the looming threat of physical harm.  
Our township is not without its faults, with in-
stances of drug abuse, domestic violence, theft 
and other property crimes unfortunately all too 
common.  Handling situations such as these 
requires those trained to deal with us in our 
most vulnerable, embarrassing points in life 
and respond with dignity and compassion.  It 
means having the fortitude to witness disturb-
ing and, at times, gruesome scenes we pray we 
will never have to ourselves encounter.
Indeed, it takes a special person to wear the 
badge.  Rest assured, you can sleep well to-
night knowing that your families and property 
are being watched over by men and women 
who aren’t just professionals, but who are de-
cent, caring individuals.  To Chief Steve Gam-
mill, Deputy Chief Dan Rannebarger, and the 
men and women of our Genoa Township Po-
lice Department, thank you for your ongoing 
vigilance and for putting yourselves in harm’s 
way on our behalf.  May God bless and keep 
all of our offi cers and their families.
Wishing you a very pleasant autumn,

Rick Carfagna
Trustee
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Summer Road Projects
Our Township Maintenance and Buildings and Grounds crews have been working diligently 
in the summer months improving our local streets.  The base work is being completed by 
our own labor force to save money and stretch the Road Levy dollars. The Delaware County 
Engineer bids our resurfacing program in order to receive a volume discount with other local 
municipalities. We strive to keep our roads in the best condition we possibly can.  This year’s 
program improved many miles of Township roads which included paving and crack sealing.  
Later this fall we will be working on crack sealing additional roads.  It has been challenging 
trying to navigate your way around on our roads with all of the work by our crews, Delaware 
County and ODOT.  Once again, I want to thank the voters of Genoa Township for their 
support of the 1.1 mil levy needed to fund our road improvement projects.  

Two New Restrooms Are Complete
Center Green Park and the east side of McNamara Park now have new restrooms for you to 
use.  The trustees approved the funding of the two restrooms from the General Fund this past 
winter.  The 2 units are constructed of mostly concrete material and were delivered to Genoa 
Township on a fl atbed truck and unloaded with a crane. Our staff connected the water, sewer, 
and electric connections. Each unit cost the Township around $105,000 to complete. We now 
have fountains, sinks and fl ush toilets at all of our parks except Hilmar Park.  

Township Summer Labor
I want to take this opportunity to praise the young men who have been working alongside 
our Road Maintenance and Buildings and Grounds crews this summer. Collin Sabedra, Reed 
Clark, Austin Kondratick, Cameron Fry, Andrew Opplinger, Brandon Dennewitz, and Michael 
Bisaha.  We could not have completed half of our projects if it wasn’t for the hard work of this 
group.  They all worked outdoors in sweltering heat shoveling dirt and asphalt, cutting grass, 
cleaning restrooms, planting trees, staining bridges, and any other tasks that we asked them 
to perform.  Their labor was greatly appreciated.  If you have a hard working and mature son 
or daughter that needs a job next summer, have them contact H.R. Director Linda Greco next 
February or March to discuss employment possibilities.  

Administration Paul Wise
Administrator

Fiscal Report Patrick Myers
Fiscal Offi cer

 01/01/2016 YTD YTD Ending Balance
Fund Name Fund Balance Revenue  Expenditures  07/31/2016

General $2,551,017.94  $950,750.70   $1,457,897.28  $2,043,871.36
Motor Vehicle License Tax $24,313.32  $20,182.40   $-    $44,495.72
Gasoline Tax $32,850.22  $101,183.88   $-    $134,034.10
Road and Bridge $286,097.01  $832,534.39   $852,772.92  $265,858.48
Cemetery $41,982.89  $2,323.50   $1,384.93  $42,921.46
Police $2,539,502.72  $2,316,680.50   $1,933,623.48  $2,922,559.74
Fire $3,454,458.38  $2,668,643.23   $2,569,072.46  $3,554,029.15
Permissive Motor Vehicle License Tax $140,361.32  $122,039.95   $128,056.70  $134,344.57
Law Enforcement Trust $61,598.63  $22.28   $249.99  $61,370.92
Enforcement and Education $3,909.70  $582.00   $-    $4,491.70
TIF Fund $1,119,860.16  $413,682.88   $8,915.04  $1,524,628.00
General (bond) (note) Retirement $1,386.69  $-     $-    $1,386.69
Police Capital Projects $811,869.22  $-     $-    $811,869.22
Fire Capital Projects $1,825,166.73  $-     $-    $1,825,166.73
Big Walnut/Worth Rd Improvements $105,763.96  $437.93   $-    $106,201.89
  $13,000,138.89  $7,429,063.64   $6,951,972.80  $13,477,229.73

Fiscal Offi cer Patrick Myers in conjunction with the 
State of Ohio Treasurer’s Offi ce would like to announce 
the launch of a new interactive tool where residents can 
search township expenditures made with their tax dollars.  
Residents can visit https://genoatownshipdelaware.
ohiocheckbook.com to access Genoa Township’s 
expenditures. Additional fi nancial information regarding 
township revenue, expenditures and investments can be 
found on Genoa Township’s website at www.genoatwp.
com  under the “Fiscal” tab. https://genoatownshipdelaware.ohiocheckbook.com

Be sure to visit our “Trick-or-Treat Village” 
for little beggars!  The fun begins at noon 
with games, prizes, free raffl es for Township 
children, refreshments, balloon art, a maze 
for little people, and lots more!

Our Police Department will have 
informational booths, refreshments, and 
hot dogs fresh off the grill. And, the 
department’s new K-9, Ben, and his handler, 
Offi cer Michael Sigman will be on hand for 
everyone to meet. 

October is Fire Prevention Month, and our 
Fire Department will be giving exciting and 
informative demonstrations throughout the 
day.  The fi refi ghters have also been working 
on special activities for the kids and will 
have treats for kids of all ages! 

Volunteers are a welcome and much needed 
part of our events. If you would like to 
become involved with the Township, please 
consider volunteering some time for this fun 
family event. From making baskets, building 
a straw maze and decorating, to working the 
games and activities the day of the event, 
there are many opportunities to help make 
this a day to remember! 

To volunteer or for additional information, 
call or email Director of Human Resources/
Community Relations Linda Greco at (614) 
568-2022 or lgreco@genoatwp.com.

Date: Saturday, October 22nd           
Time: 12 noon to 3:00 pm

Location: Genoa Township 
Service Complex, 7049 Big Walnut Rd.  

(corner SR 3 & Big Walnut Rd.)

& Fire Prevention 
Open House

& Fire Prevention

Trick or Treat 
Village 
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Fire Department Gary Honeycutt
Fire Chief Police Department

By the time you read this another school year 
has begun and we have been working hard to 
provide for the safety of our school children. 
We do this in a number of ways, beginning with 
strictly enforcing the speed limit in school zones. 
The fl ashing signs are there to warn you to slow 
down and we ask everyone to pay attention to 
them.  We really don’t want to pull anyone over, 
but we will - because our kids’ safety is our top 
priority. We also try to direct traffi c in and out of 
congested areas when we can.
Another way we protect them is through our 
school resource offi cers; SRO Joe Graham is at 
Westerville Central HS and SRO Jason Berner is 
at Genoa MS. Both offi cers are passionate about 
protecting and serving the kids and are someone 
your children can go to for help on any issue. 
Whether it’s issues like bullying or any safety 
concerns, the resource offi cers are trained and 
able to help them.  
They are also available to parents who have any 
issues they think the SROs should be aware of. 
You can contact them at jgraham@genoatwp.com 
and jberner@genoatwp.com. They will be happy 
to assist you. Working together we can make it a 
great, safe school year for everyone!

Stephen Gammill
Police Chief

Fire Prevention Week is October 8 – 15
This year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign, “Don’t Wait – Check the Date! 
Replace Smoke Alarms Every 10 Years,” 
represents the fi nal year of our three-year 
effort to educate the public about basic but 
essential elements of smoke alarm safety.
Why focus on smoke alarms three years in 

a row? Because the National Fire Protection Association’s survey data shows that the public has 
many misconceptions about smoke alarms, which may put them at increased risk in the event of 
a home fi re. For example, only a small percentage of people know how old their smoke alarms 
are, or how often they need to be replaced.
As a result of those and related fi ndings, we’re addressing smoke alarm replacement this year 
with a focus on these key messages:

• Smoke alarms should be replaced every 10 years.
• Make sure you know how old all the smoke alarms are in your home.
• To fi nd out how old a smoke alarm is, look at the date of manufacture on 

the back of the alarm; the alarm should be replaced 10 years from that date.

Fall Preparation
Fall is also a great time to ready your home for winter. We urge everyone to take the time to 
change out your furnace fi lters and if you have a wood burning fi replace; have your chimney 
cleaned by a professional. Creosote easily builds up along the chimney lining and in the damper 
box and can easily lead to a chimney fi re without your knowledge. 

Fire Station Security
If you frequent the bike trail or the fi re station you may have noticed the apparatus bay doors are 
now closed most of the time. Due to recent security issues, we are now closing the bay doors 
unless the fi refi ghters are in the bays. We are still happy to give tours; we just ask that you come 
to the front door on the east side of the station for entry into the station.
The annual Halloween party and open house will be taking place on October 22nd this year. 
The Fire Department again will have activities for the children and end up with a live burn 
demonstrating the need to sleep with your bedroom door closed and the effectiveness of in-
home sprinklers. Don’t miss it, as it is very compelling.

Hydrant Maintenance
The fi refi ghters will be in the neighborhoods exercising and checking hydrants for proper 
operation.  

The summer of 2016 was a very busy and productive season for your Maintenance Department.  
As this newsletter goes to print, we are fi nishing up several large projects within the Township:  
the Paul Road storm sewer drainage project, the Safe Walks sidewalk project, the road 
resurfacing program of Rookery Way and Water Willow Court and the installation of two 
permanent restrooms at Center Green and McNamara (East) Parks.  It’s been quite an active 
period of time, and although we know all of these projects won’t affect each of you, we are 
hopeful that your lives may have been impacted positively by one of them in some way.
With fall weather upon us, many residents realize there’s still enough time to get one more 
project completed before the winter weather is upon us.  If your project involves any work 
being done in the Township right-of-way (usually referred to commonly as the area between 
the sidewalk and curb or the fi rst 10 feet off the roadway towards a private residence), we’d like 
to remind you that a “Request for Work in the Right-Of-Way” form must be submitted to the 
Maintenance Department before work begins.  There is no cost involved with this application, 
but it keeps us informed about what you are proposing to do and how you plan to accomplish 
your goal.  Oftentimes, we can suggest alternate methods that can be cost effective, and in the 
off chance that your proposal isn’t compliant with Township requirements, we can save you the 
cost of having to backtrack to correct a defi ciency. 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact us at 614-568-2080.

Maintenance Bob Mathews
Director of Roads 

Development & Zoning
A Sign of the Times
Fall is almost upon us. Soon there will be lots of 
colorful leaves in yards throughout the community 
waiting for their date with the garden rake, but 
leaves are not the only thing you will likely see in 
yards this season.  Fall is also election season and 
that means yards throughout the Township will 
soon be populated with political campaign signs. 
Please take a moment to review the information 
below so you can be sure you are on the right side 
of this issue this election season.
A zoning permit is not required to place a 
political yard sign on your own property, 
however, the Township requests all signs be 
appropriately placed so as not to have a negative 
impact on the health, safety, or welfare of others.  
To accomplish this, the Township recommends 
placing signs at least ten feet back of the road 
right-of-way.  It is important to note that right-
of-ways often extend beyond the roadway itself. 
You can fi nd out the approximate impact of 
the road right-of-way on your property on the 
Delaware County Auditor’s GIS website: www.
delco-gis.org/auditor/. Homeowner associations, 
condominium associations, and deed restrictions 
may also further restrict placement of signs on 
your property, so the Township also recommends 
you refer to those agencies or documents for 
further guidance. Placing political signs in the 
road right-of-way or on property (private or 
public) without consent from the property owner 
is strongly discouraged.

Joe Shafer
Director
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PERMIT NO 704

September 1 Board of Trustees 7:00 p.m. 
September 5 Labor Day Offi ces Closed 
September 7 Parks Advisory Committee 7:00 p.m.
September 8 Seniors noon
September 10 Citizen’s Coalition 9:00 a.m.
September 10 Rumpke holiday trash pick up
September 12 State Representative Ruhl 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
 (Administration Offi ce)
September 12 Zoning Commission 7:00 p.m.
September 14 Citizens’ Police Advisory 7:00 p.m. 
 Committee (Fire Department) 
September 21 Health Clinic 1:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
September 27 Board of Zoning Appeals 7:00 p.m.
September 28 Trustee Zoning Hearing 7:00 p.m. 
September 29  Board of Trustees 7:00 p.m.

Genoa Township Community Calendar

October 3 Zoning Commission 7:00 p.m.  
October 5 Parks Advisory Committee 7:00 p.m.
October 6 Board of Trustees 7:00 p.m.
October 10 Columbus Day Offi ces Closed
October 13 Seniors noon
October 19 Health Clinic 1:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
October 20 Board of Trustees  7:00 p.m. 
October 22 Trick-or-Treat Village  noon-3:00 p.m.
 & Fire Safety Open House
 (Safety Complex)
October 25 Board of Zoning Appeals 7:00 p.m.
October 31 Beggars’ Night 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Unless otherwise noted, or if changes occur after publication, meetings 
will be held in the Genoa Township Community Hall at 5111 So. Old 3C 
Hwy. Check at www.genoatwp.com prior to meetings for any updates.

September 2016 October 2016

Citizen’s Coalition Meeting 
Genoa Township Hall

September 10 at 9:00 am

Trustee
Rick Carfagna
(614) 568-2024

The Genoa Township Citizen’s Coalition, formerly known as the Genoa Township Neighborhood 
Coalition, will be meeting on Saturday, September 10th at 9 AM at the Genoa Township Hall. 
Topics of discussion include: the 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update, identify theft prevention 
and response, and a Township report by Trustee Karl Gebhardt. Membership and meeting 
attendance is open to all Genoa Township residents, business owners, community leaders, and 
civic organizations.


